MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor and Council Members

FROM: Jorge L. Morales, P.E., CFM, Director %
Watershed Protection Department

DATE: December 15, 2022

SUBJECT: Floodplain study notification

The Watershed Protection Department (WPD) has initiated several studies to update floodplain
maps throughout the city. As discussed in November 2019 during our floodplain regulations
code amendment request, we have a better understanding of flood risk throughout the city based
on a rainfall study by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration called Atlas 14.

We will use this new rainfall information to determine flood risk along creeks throughout the
entire city, including creeks within every Council District. The studies are being funded by
WPD’s Drainage Utility Charge, a grant from the Texas Water Development Board, and two
grants from FEMA with a total expected cost of approximately $18.5 million. The engineering
and surveying work to complete these studies will be accomplished by qualified engineering
firms that WPD selected according to the city’s professional services selection process. There
will be five engineering firms completing the studies.

We have incorporated public notification and multiple public meetings into our overall study
schedule. At this initial stage of the studies, notification was divided into two phases, one that
occurred in the spring for Onion Creek and its tributaries, including Williamson Creek, and one
this winter for the rest of the City. There are three meetings coming up on January 11, January
20, and January 21, 2023. Each of the upcoming meetings will cover the same information.

We mailed approximately 49,000 notices this past spring and another 148,000 on December 12,
2022. The mailing lists were comprised of property owners and renters, including commercial
leases and multi-family units. We anticipate preliminary floodplain maps will be available in
spring 2024 for the Onion Creek watersheds and spring 2025 for the rest of the City. Additional
notification and public meetings will be held at that time.



These four attachments were included with the notices and are included with this memo: 1) cover
letter; 2) flyer; 3/4) FAQ document (an English version and a Spanish version). If you have any
questions regarding the floodplain remapping studies or associated public meetings, please
contact Kevin Shunk, Floodplain Administrator at kevin.shunk@austintexas.gov or 512-974-
9176.

Attachments
Example letter
Information Flyer
FAQ — English
FAQ — Spanish

cc: Spencer Cronk, City Manager


mailto:kevin.shunk@austintexas.gov




City of Austin

Foundéd by Congress, Republic of Texas, 1839
Watershed Protection Department
P.O. Box 1088. Austin. Texas 78767

lunes, 12 de diciembre de 2022
Asunto: «PROPERTY ADDRESS»
Estimado vecino:

La presente es para informarle acerca de un trabajo de cinco afios para actualizar los mapas de las zonas de
inundacion en el area de Austin. Los nuevos mapas aun no se han creado, pero la propiedad a la que se hace
referencia anteriormente se encuentra dentro o cerca de una zona de inundacion que se mapeara.
Dependiendo de la topografia local, ésta propiedad puede, al fin, verse afectada.

Los mapas de las zonas de inundacion muestran aquellas areas propensas a inundacion cuando se desborda
un riachuelo. Los mapas y los modelos computarizados asociados constituyen herramientas importantes para
resguardar nuestra comunidad de las inundaciones. Los utilizamos para informar a los residentes acerca del
riesgo de inundacion, determinar donde y cdmo pueden construirse las nuevas urbanizaciones, el tamafio de
los depdsitos de retencion y las tuberias de drenaje, y los proyectos de disefo para ayudar a reducir nuestro
riesgo de inundacion.

Es necesario actualizar los mapas debido a una mejor comprension de nuestro riesgo de lluvias torrenciales
(estudio Atlas 14 de NOAA). Para obtener mas informacion, inase a nosotros en una de las tres reuniones
publicas virtuales a través de Zoom:

Fechay Hora Enlace de preinscripcion Identificacion de la reunion para llamar
miércoles 11 de enero, 18:30 bit.ly/3U4glUB 860 2556 0019

viernes 20 de enero, 11:00 bit.ly/3QDS8If 8119714 8607

sabado 21de enero, 10:00 bit.ly/3UcPbeé 878 7775 0968

Se ofrecera interpretacion al espaniol. Llame al 3-1-1 al menos 7 dias antes de la reunion a la que desea asistir
para solicitar los servicios de interpretacion a otro idioma. Si no tiene acceso a Internet, puede llamar para
unirse a la reunion al 1-346-248-7799. Necesitara el nimero de identificacion de la reunion si llama. Por
favor tenga en cuenta que el servicio de interpretacion no esta disponible si se une a la reunion por teléfono.

Para mayor informacion, visite ATXFloodplains.com, envie un correo electronico a
ATXFloodplains@AustinTexas.gov o llame al 512-974-2843. Si llama, elija la opcion 1 y esté listo para
dejar un mensaje y un namero de teléfono para que le devuelvan la llamada.

Atentamente,

Kevin Shunk, P.E., CFM, Administrador de Zonas de Inundacion
Departamento de Proteccion de Cuencas

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Reasonable modifications and equal access to communications will be provided upon request.























